Advanced laparoscopic courses take place in February and October each year. They provide delegates with individual tuition including lectures, practical sessions and live operative demonstrations. The courses cover advanced techniques for gallstone disease and the operative sessions include laparoscopic hernia repair, both trans-and extra-peritoneal, fundoplication for hiatus hernia and colon resection or rectopexy.
Under the direction of Sir A. Cuschieri the Surgical Skills Unit is offering a three-day practical course designed for surgeons who wish to undertake the procedures such as laparoscopic cholecystectomy. This intensely practical program develops the necessary operating skills, emphasizes safe practice, and highlights the common pitfalls and difficulties encountered when starting out. Each workshop has a maximum of 18 participants who will learn both camera and instrument-manipulation skills in a purpose-built skills laboratory. During the course there is a live demonstration of a laparoscopic cholecystectomy. The unit has a large library of operative videos edited by Sir Cuschieri, and the latest books on endoscopic surgery are on display in our Resource area. Course fee including lunch and course materials is $860.
For further details and a brochure please contact: The Surgical Skills unit offers practical courses in minimal access therapies. Each program is organized to have maximum ''hands on'' practice sessions in the purpose-built laboratory. Subject experts are available for tuition and personal feedback. Live operative demonstrations on specific procedures form part of each course; these are backed up by video illustrations. Each course has a workbook with essential information, clear explanations, and guidelines. Informal discussion sessions with subject experts form part of each program. The courses are run regularly throughout the year.
Essentials of Laparoscopic Surgery, a 3-day course covering the essential skills and safety procedures for basic laparoscopic operations.
Foundations of Laparoscopy Surgery, a 5-day course presenting an extensive and detailed introduction to laparoseopic surgery.
Practical Training in Pediatric Endoscopic Surgery, a 5-day course for surgeons who wish to perform or refine endoscopic surgical techniques in children.
The Advanced Endoscopic Surgical Courses of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh are held in the Surgical Skills Unit.
These are: Advanced Endoscopic Skills Course, a 5-day endoscopic skills training in advanced surgical tasks common to all specialities, e.g., intracorporeal and extracorporeal knot tying, internal continuous and interrupted suturing, anastomosis of organs, stapling, use of sophisticated equipment such as ultrasound and harmonic dissections and Specialist Procedure-related courses, which are 2-3 days long and concentrate on specific clinical situations particularly relevant to a speciality and focused on specific endoscopic operation(s). Courses offered in the year 2004
Minifellowship for Advanced Laparoscopic Surgery
To include Laparoscopic Antireflux, laparoscopic colectomy, handassisted laparoscopy, laparoscopic ventral herniorrhaphy, laparoscopic solid organ, and/or gastric bypass. The purpose of a Minifellowship in Advanced Laparoscopic Surgery is to build upon basic laparoscopic skills and expose surgeons to a variety of advance cases. This course will include didactic lectures and direct observation/teaching in the operating room. This course meets the guidelines as established in the ''Framework for Post-Residency Surgical Education and Training.'' Location: Carolinas Medical Center. A 2½-day teaching course in the ''OR'' with dinner/lecture the evening prior to the course. Course Fee: $1,000.00 
Minifellowship for Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease
This course is designed to acquaint surgeons with the indications for antireflux surgery, the appropriate work-up and treatment, and the laparoscopic approaches to the specific operations. Treatment of achalasia will also be discussed. This course will be different from our usual reflux course as the faculty will be teaching the procedure during live surgery in the ''OR'' with the participants observing. Location: Carolinas Medical Center; 1½-day course beginning with dinner lectures and course overview on Sunday evening. Monday will consist of ½-day teaching/observing in the ''OR'' and ½-day hands-on lab. 
Minifellowship in Flexible Gastrointestinal Endoscopy
This minifellowship on gastrointestinal flexible endoscopy will include a morning didactic session on the indications, preparation, techniques, contraindications and complications, and complications of upper gastrointestinal and colonic flexible endoscopy for the practicing surgeon. Videotape demonstrations showing technique and interpretive findings will be used. The afternoon session will be devoted to observation of techniques of EDG and colonoscopy in selected patients. Application of conscious sedation techniques will be stressed. This course meets the guidelines as established in the ''Framework for PostResidency Surgical Education and Training.'' Location: Carolinas Medical Center: 1½-day session with dinner and lectures on evening before. Course Fee: $800.00 
Laparoscopic Ventral and Incisional Herniorrhaphy Workshop
The purpose of this course is to teach laparoscopic techniques for ventral hernia repair, discuss the different prosthetic materials, their application, and associated healing process, and describing the techniques for minimally invasive access in the multiply operated abdomen. 
Lymphatic Mapping and Sentinel Node Biopsy Workshop

Laparoscopic and Hand-Assisted Colorectal Surgery
The purpose of this course is to teach techniques and indications for the laparoscopic and hand-assisted colon resection. Lectures will include a discussion concerning laparoscopy and cancer. A live case is usually presented via teleconference. Surgeons will perform bowel-resection during the laboratory session. This course meets the guidelines as established in the ''Framework for Post-Residency Surgical Education and Training.'' Location: Carolinas Medical Center, One-day course consisting of ½-day didactic and ½-day hands-on lab.
Course Fee: $575.00
This course is specifically designed for surgeons who already have experience in laparoscopic surgery and wish to be updated on the latest advancements in the field. Experts in the field using didactic methods will give participants an in-depth exposure to current trends and developments in field of advanced laparoscopic surgery. Live surgeries will be televised and narrated by the surgical faculty to provide practical operative tips. An extensive (optional) hands-on component will allow participants to practice the techniques they have learned under the guidance of recognized faculty. The course format allows an informal exchange of questions and answers between all participants and faculty members and provides an opportunity to the participants to present and discuss their difficult cases with the panel of experts. The meeting will be regarding the dissection in laparoscopic procedures with a particular attention on critical anatomic points. The laparoscopic anatomy of many regions and organs of abdominal cavity will be explored with video-presentations by experts. 
